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Adverse Events Following Immunisation (AEFI)

 An AEFI is any negative reaction that follows vaccination. It 

does not necessarily have a causal relationship with the 

vaccine.

 Preventing adverse events

– Screening 

– Correct injection procedure



Sites of vaccination

 Sites for vaccination

– Anterolateral thigh if < 12months

– Deltoid if > 12months or adult

– NEVER buttock!!!



Immediate AEFI

 Anaphylaxis: rare, potentially

fatal

 Vasovagal (more common in

adults and older children)

 Important to stay in the 

vicinity for at least 15 min



Common AEFI

 Most common AEFI

– Pain, redness, itching,

swelling or burning at injection

site

– Low grade fever and malaise

 Expected, generally mild and

usually last for 1 to 2 days.

 Injection site nodules are also 

relatively common



Reporting AEFI

 All immunisation providers 

should report AEFI to 

Public Health

 Call Public Health on 

47342022



Immunisation schedule 



National Immunisation Catch-up Calculator

 The National Immunisation 

Catch-up calculator is now 

available

 It can be used if:

– Child is aged less than 10 

years

– previous vaccinations were 

administered in Australia

 A link to the calculator can be 

found on the Australian 

Immunisation Handbook 

Website

https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/catch-up-calculator/calculator


National Immunisation Catch-up Calculator



Light exposed vaccines

 Vaccines are sensitive to light

 The National Vaccine Storage 

Guidelines, 'Strive for 5' states that all 

vaccines MUST be stored

– in their original cardboard packaging to 

protect against:

– exposure to sunlight and UV light



Light exposed vaccines

 Vaccines must not be removed from their original 

packaging to make additional space in the refrigerator

 If you become aware of vaccines which have been 

exposed to light, do not use or discard vaccines until you 

have received advice from your local public health unit

 Label the vaccines 'Do not use' and isolate them from other 

vaccines



Vaccine Wastage

 Vaccine centre will trial a new vaccine ordering system

 Providers will now be required to report any expired vaccine stock prior 

to placing their order 

 New process for calculating the number of doses required to try and 

prevent overstocking of vaccine fridges 



Vaccine storage cold chain audit



Questions?


