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Lithgow Residents Urged to Get Tested for
COVID-19

Wentworth Healthcare together with Lithgow City Council are urging Lithgow residents who may be
experiencing any respiratory symptoms to get tested, after South Bowenfels was listed as a
COVID-19 exposure location recently.

Wentworth Healthcare, the provider of the Nepean Blue Mountains Primary Health Network, has
been working closely with the Department of Health and general practices to support the local
vaccination roll-out, and are calling on Lithgow locals not to become complacent about COVID-19.

Lizz Reay, CEO of Wentworth Healthcare said, “It is vital that we don't start taking respiratory
symptoms lightly. It's easy to think it's just the sniffles or hay fever but the fact is, we don’t know it's
not COVID-19 unless we get tested.”

“Although no-one in Lithgow has tested positive for some time, the fact is that we are still in a
global pandemic and we are in the midst of an outbreak in Greater Sydney. Our region has had
positive cases in the Blue Mountains, Hawkesbury and Penrith so Lithgow residents cannot afford
to be complacent,” she said.

“It is up to all of us to help suppress this disease, and the best way to do this is to get tested when
we experience any COVID-like symptoms, even mild ones, and to get vaccinated as soon as we
are eligible and can secure an appointment,” said Ms Reay.

“We are proud that 61% of general practices in our region have signed up to be COVID-19 vaccine
providers and that they are rising to the many challenges of this unprecedented national roll-out,”
said Ms Reay.”

“Currently there are six practices in Lithgow offering the AstraZeneca vaccine and four of these
practices also offer the Pfizer vaccine,” she said.

“We ask the community to be patient with practices, and particularly practice staff, when trying to
book a vaccination appointment,” said Ms Reay.

“We are hearing reports that practice staff are bearing the brunt of community frustration regarding
vaccination. Our general practices are working as hard as they can vaccinate our community with
the limited vaccines available. It is important that at this time, we all pull together as a community
and try not to make the job of our health professionals more difficult,” she added.
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e Lithgow Hospital Walk-in Clinic, South Bowenfels Monday to Friday 9am to 12pm and 1pm
to 4pm; Saturday and Sunday 10am to 2pm

Testing Options in Lithgow:

Testing locations are available on the NSW Health website or refer to Wentworth Healthcare’s
website.

Bookings for vaccinations can be made via the Eligibility Checker. More appointments will become
available as national vaccine supply increases over the coming months.

Frequently Asked Questions

How to | know if | am eligible for a COVID-19 vaccine

Using the Eligibility Checker and answering the prompted questions, you can find out if you are
currently Eligible for vaccination.

How do | book an appointment of vaccination?

If the Eligibility Checker finds that you are eligible, it will show you vaccination providers close to
your postcode where you can book an appointment online or via phone.

Will | be able to choose where | can book?

You will be able to view and select clinic locations based on the postcode you enter.

What happens if there are no appointments available?

Vaccination locations are updated as more vaccine providers come on board. More appointments
will be made available as vaccine supply increases, so keep checking.

For interviews or further information contact:

Bess Bosman

Communications Manager - Media & Marketing
T 0438 261 015

E Bess.Bosman@nbmphn.com.au

2
Wentworth Healthcare Limited (ABN 88 155 904 975) provider of the Nepean Blue Mountains PHN. 23/07/2020


https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nsw.gov.au%2Fcovid-19%2Fhealth-and-wellbeing%2Fclinics__%3B!!DUUbG7Thu1Mg3h4szpc!7oVKBG-Zr6aa00TVeGpyxFxM6BaxFodx7LBquxBrtBKswbc-J4vcJAwAxdB4q3FCVWSlEEKTLm5cHg%24&data=04%7C01%7Cbess.bosman%40nbmphn.com.au%7C43725b7069184e94deaf08d94518f023%7C14c6ca1001b64e52b23b05b3f78dd45a%7C0%7C0%7C637616796977534141%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=iE40qvSr55t46545T9bycakb8PlLbxyQisLaYi2evvI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nbmphn.com.au%2FCommunity%2FCoronavirus%2FCOVID-19-Testing__%3B!!DUUbG7Thu1Mg3h4szpc!7oVKBG-Zr6aa00TVeGpyxFxM6BaxFodx7LBquxBrtBKswbc-J4vcJAwAxdB4q3FCVWSlEEI5RXO0NA%24&data=04%7C01%7Cbess.bosman%40nbmphn.com.au%7C43725b7069184e94deaf08d94518f023%7C14c6ca1001b64e52b23b05b3f78dd45a%7C0%7C0%7C637616796977544098%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=8OI9Wkkb3WRg2ILgvFEIfK%2Fmhi9dBd6n%2FWo8m0mAY64%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nbmphn.com.au%2FCommunity%2FCoronavirus%2FCOVID-19-Testing__%3B!!DUUbG7Thu1Mg3h4szpc!7oVKBG-Zr6aa00TVeGpyxFxM6BaxFodx7LBquxBrtBKswbc-J4vcJAwAxdB4q3FCVWSlEEI5RXO0NA%24&data=04%7C01%7Cbess.bosman%40nbmphn.com.au%7C43725b7069184e94deaf08d94518f023%7C14c6ca1001b64e52b23b05b3f78dd45a%7C0%7C0%7C637616796977544098%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=8OI9Wkkb3WRg2ILgvFEIfK%2Fmhi9dBd6n%2FWo8m0mAY64%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fcovid-vaccine.healthdirect.gov.au%2Feligibility__%3B!!DUUbG7Thu1Mg3h4szpc!7oVKBG-Zr6aa00TVeGpyxFxM6BaxFodx7LBquxBrtBKswbc-J4vcJAwAxdB4q3FCVWSlEEJooqoJtw%24&data=04%7C01%7Cbess.bosman%40nbmphn.com.au%7C43725b7069184e94deaf08d94518f023%7C14c6ca1001b64e52b23b05b3f78dd45a%7C0%7C0%7C637616796977544098%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=3Lt3W7EtPo1avSXzhvaMIJchsGsFGwJPWMMfACDI2sQ%3D&reserved=0
https://covid-vaccine.healthdirect.gov.au/eligibility
https://covid-vaccine.healthdirect.gov.au/eligibility

